
 
 

 

 

2026/022 

Minutes of the Statutory Annual Meeting of Tuxford Town Council to be held 

The Beeches Community Centre, Birch Court Tuxford at 7.00 pm on Thursday 

21 May 2026  

PRESENT: Cllrs N Birkett, C Cook, G Copley, G Frost, J Moorhouse, M Richards, J 
Temple, and P Wyman   

IN ATTENDANCE: Clerk and 7 members of the public 

Inform Members and the Public (if any are in attendance) that the meeting is 
being recorded.  

FC023 To Elect A Chair for the year 2026/27 and the signing of the Declaration 
of Acceptance of Office 
 
Cllr PW expressed respect for the Chair’s work but stated concerns over leadership, 
attendance, committee progress, and councillor retention, suggesting the Council 
would benefit from renewed direction. Councillor noted the comments were not 
personal and would not support reappointment. 
 
The Chair thanked Cllr PW for their comments and acknowledged differing views. 
The Chair stated that they had sought to act in the best interests of the Council and 
residents, working openly and providing information where possible, whilst 
recognising the demands of the role. The Chair noted that leadership involves 
significant time and responsibility, including overseeing major projects and 
maintaining communication and engagement. The Chair further stated that they 
remained committed to the role and believed they were currently best placed to 
continue leading the Council. 
 
RESOLVED Cllr Moorhouse (Chair) was nominated by Cllr MR and seconded by Cllr 
CC. There were no other nominations. A vote took place for Cllr Moorhouse of 6 
votes, with two abstaining. Cllr JM was duly elected as Chair and signed the 
Declaration of Office 
 
FC024 To Elect a Vice Chair for the year 2026/27 and the signing of the 
Declaration of Office 
 
RESOLVED Cllr GF was nominated by Cllr JM and seconded by Cllr NB, all in 
favour. 
 
FC025 To resolve from 14 May 2026 until the next relevant Annual Meeting of 
the Council (having met the conditions of eligibility as defined in the localism 
Act 2011 and SI 695 The Parish Councils (General Power of Competence) 
(Prescribed Conditions) Order 2012 to adopt the General Power of 
Competence. 
 
 



 
 

 

           2026/023 

RESOLVED Cllr GC proposed, and Cllr GF seconded the motion to adopt the 
General Power of Competence, all in favour 
 
FC026 Apologies for Absence: There were apologies for absence from Cllr I 
Nicholls (ill health) and District Councillor E Griffin (personal reasons). There were 
no apologies for absence from Cllr L Page, District Councillor Stanniland nor County 
Councillor W Limber 
          
FC027 Declarations of Interest:  

Cllr PW declared a declaration of Interest in item 16 – Grant Application. 
 
FC028 Appointment of Personnel Committee membership (five members) and 
approve Terms of Reference (with only amendment being the list of members)  
 
RESOLVED: Proposed by Cllr JM, seconded by Cllr GF, all in favour to appoint Cllrs 
GC, GF, JM, MR and JT as the Personnel Committee members for 2026/27 
 
FC029 Appointment of Representatives to other bodies: 
 

a) Nottinghamshire Association of Local Councils (Cllr JM) 
b) Reads Exhibition Foundation (Cllr MR) 
c) Police Priority Setting Meeting (Cllr GF and JM) 
d) Rural Conference (Cllr GF) 
e) Southeast Forum (Cllr JM) 

 
RESOLVED: Cllr PW requested regular feedback to council from representatives on 
the outside bodies. All in favour to add a standing agenda item to allow councillors to 
provide updates where applicable. 
 
ACTION: Clerk to add to al future agenda’s. 
 
FC030 Minutes of the previous meeting held on 16 April 2026 (folio ref 2026/001-
010) 
 
RESOLVED: Proposed by Cllr NB seconded by Cllr GF , all in favour of approving 
the minutes. Chair signed the Minutes. 
 
FC031 Councillor Applications – to consider co-option applications  
 
The Council considered the two applications received to fill current casual vacancies. 

Mr Richardson addressed the council, outlining their experience, including his 
previous service as a councillor. 

Mr Simon Richardson was present at the meeting. Mr Martin Pottinger was not in 
attendance but was also co-opted in his absence. 

 



 
 

 

           2026/024 

RESOLVED: Proposed by Cllr MR, seconded by Cllr JT, all in favour to co-opt Mr 
Simon Richardson and Mr Martin Pottinger. 

Cllr Richardson was provided with a copy of the Council papers once he had signed 
his declaration of acceptance of office. He was issued his new councillor email 
address and will be sent a link to register their interest. 

ACTION: Clerk to contact Mr Pottinger to advise him of council’s decision and 
provide him with his councillor email address and link to register their interest.. 

FC032 District / County Councillor Reports   

District Councillor Report: None received 

County Councillor Report: None received 

FC033 Town Plan and Neighbourhood Plan Update – provided by R Walker and 
distributed in advance to all councillors prior to the meeting.  

R Walker gave the following report at the Annual Town Meeting …. 

The past year has seen steady progress on the Neighbourhood Plan, despite some 
delays caused by changing local developments and additional planning 
requirements. Key achievements include: 

• A near-complete draft Neighbourhood Plan  

• A finalised list of development sites meeting housing requirements  

• Adoption of the Design Codes document for future development  

• Agreed community priorities for infrastructure improvements  

• Completion of a traffic report proposing a bypass route to address HGV traffic 
through the town centre  

Community engagement has been strong, with several online surveys providing 
valuable evidence and support for the Plan. Thanks are extended to all residents 
who contributed. 

The work has been completed largely through voluntary effort and Government 
funding, at no cost to residents. A remaining budget of £7,000 from Tuxford Town 
Council has been allocated to complete the process. 

Additional work has included engagement with Bassetlaw District Council regarding 
the £1M Town Centre Grant, with confidence that community priorities will now be 
better reflected. 

Looking ahead, the Group aims to progress the Plan to final adoption during the 
coming year. The Plan is intended to ensure Tuxford benefits positively from major 
developments linked to the Trent Valley Supercluster and STEP Fusion project, 
while protecting the town’s character and ensuring supporting infrastructure keeps 
pace with growth. 



 
 

 

           2026/025 

The Group thanks all volunteers for their continued commitment and expects activity 
to increase significantly in the months ahead. 

Robin made a request for council to take a vote to endorse the proposed 
Neighbourhood Plan site allocations so they may be published on the Town Council 
website. It was noted that the identified sites exceed assessed housing requirements 
and that not all sites or parts of sites are necessarily supported. It was also clarified 
that the Plan does not prevent windfall site submissions, which would be assessed 
against planning policy.  

Following consideration, it was proposed that the Town Council approve the sites 
prior to public consultation and wider community engagement.  

RESOLVED: Proposed by Cllr GF, seconded by Cllr JT, and carried unanimously. 
Cllrs formally thanked R Walker for his hard work and dedication. 

ACTION: Clerk to update the town council website. 

FC034 Finance  
 
All the following paperwork was sent electronically to all members prior to the 
meeting and paper copies were given to the Chair to authorise in the presence of 
members and any public present.  
 
A) To approve invoices for payment  
 
Payments on the report attached were approved and signed.  
Bank Transfers total: £13,884.66 
 Direct Debits total: £646.86 
Debit Card payments total: £3,185.67  
Cheque payments total: £0.00.  
Income received total: - £89,980.88  
 
RESOLVED: Proposed by Cllr GF and seconded by Cllr MR, all in favour. 

B) Bank Reconciliation/Budget variation report  
Co-op Current Account, £119,677.12, Co-op Saving Account, £25,087.83 and 
Hampshire Trust Bank £37,441.16.   
 
The RFO gave all members an up-to-date report on the expenditure, receipts, 
variances up to and including 12 May 2026 which was sent in advance of the 
meeting. 
  
RESOLVED: Proposed by Cllr GF and seconded by Cllr GC, all in favour. 

FC035 Planning Applications  

In its role as a statutory consultee, the Council considered the following planning 
applications against relevant material planning considerations. 

o Raymar, Long Lane, Tuxford – 26/00178/HSE 



 
 

 

2026/026 

Concerns were raised regarding the scale and design of the proposal, including its 
dominance in relation to adjoining bungalows, potential loss of light, and 
overlooking/loss of privacy to neighbouring properties. It was also noted that the 
proposed development would have a significant visual impact and may appear out of 
keeping with the property being in the conservation area. 

Bassetlaw District Council’s Conservation Officer’s comments were referenced, 
noting that the proposal would be more acceptable if amended to include a reduced 
scheme, retaining brickwork, and a pitched/hipped roof design rather than a flat roof 
extension. 

RESOLVED: To object to the application on material planning considerations, 
including overdevelopment, loss of residential amenity (light and privacy), and 
adverse impact on the character of the conservation area, in line with Conservation 
Officer concerns. 

RESOLVED: Proposed by Cllr GC, seconded by Cllr GF, all in favour to object this 
application. 

• RATIFY Decision – Eversley, Newcastle Street, Tuxford – 26/000090/HSE 

RESOLVED: Proposed by Cllr GF, seconded by Cllr PW, all in favour to support this 
application. 

ACTION: Clerk to update Bassetlaw District Council Planning Portal and case officer 
with council’s decisions on these applications. 

FC036 Newark Road Car Park 

Background correspondence from the landlord of the land confirmed permission in 
principle for the installation of parking enforcement cameras. It was also confirmed 
that charges could be applied for overstaying, provided parking itself remained free. 
A request regarding the sale of land was declined at the present time. 

Councillors considered the response received and discussed wider parking issues in 
the town, including current use of the site, enforcement, and future capacity 
pressures. The need for an overall town parking strategy was highlighted. 

Cllr PW stated that, in his view, the car park may be eligible for compulsory purchase 
due to its importance to the village and the potential impact of its future loss.  

ACTION: To refer the matter back to the Car Park Working Group to consider the 
response and report back with options, including future management arrangements, 
potential acquisition, and input into a wider parking strategy. Clerk to put on June 
agenda and it was agreed that Cllr PW would investigate the feasibility of the 
compulsory purchase option and report back to Council. 

Working group members: Cllrs IN, MR, SR and PW. 

 



 
 

 

           2026/027 

FC037 To Review and Approve the following policies: 

• Financial Regulations 

• Standing Orders 

• Code of Conduct 

• Health and Safety 

RESOLVED Cllr GC proposed, and Cllr GF seconded that we approve the Financial 
Regulations Policy, all in favour 

RESOLVED Cllr GC proposed, and Cllr GF seconded that we approve the Standing 
Orders, all in favour. 

RESOLVED Cllr GC proposed, and Cllr GF seconded that we approve the Code of 
Conduct Policy, all in favour. 

RESOLVED Cllr GC proposed and Cllr GF seconded that we approve the Health 
and Safety Policy, all in favour. 

FC038 Grant Application  
 
The Council considered a retrospective grant application from the Bowling Club for 
£300 towards completed pavilion repairs. Although retrospective applications fall 
outside the Council’s Grant Awarding Policy, councillors noted the clear community 
benefit and that the Council could exercise its General Power of Competence under 
the Localism Act 2011 to make an exceptional award. Councillors were asked to 
consider whether to approve the grant as a one-off discretionary decision 
 
RESOLVED: Proposed by Cllr SR, seconded by Cllr JT, all in favour to award the 
grant. Cllr PW did not vote.  
 
FC039 Ratify Cemetery Decision – From meeting held on 14 May 2026. 
 
Council ratified the decision made at the Extraordinary Meeting held on 14 May 2026 
to exercise discretion and apply the resident cemetery fee rate in respect of an 
interment of ashes case, following consideration of the individual’s connection and 
contribution to the community.   
   
RESOLVED Cllr GF proposed and Cllr CC, all in favour of the decision made on 14 
May 2026.  

ACTION: Concerns were raised regarding consistency and fairness of the current 
definition of “resident,” particularly in relation to long-term former residents and those 
who have moved into care or away from the parish. Views were expressed both for 
and against the use of discretion versus a fixed definition.  

Cllr JT to write a report for the June meeting, reviewing the current residency criteria 
and fee policy for the cemetery, including consideration of whether clearer definitions 
or revised policy wording are required.  
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FC040 Town Centre Streetscaping Funding – Update (if any) 
 
Cllr JM confirmed there were no further updates following the extraordinary meeting 
held on the 14 May 2026 at this time. Following on from the Annual Meeting of the 
Town, a request for potential funding to repair St Nicholas Church Clock be put to 
Bassetlaw District Council to consider. It was discussed that it is in the region of 
£3,000 for the repair. 
 
RESOLVED: Proposed by Cllr GC, seconded by Cllr GF, all in favour of the town 
council propose the repair of the church clock for Bassetlaw District Council to 
consider the repair as part of the Town Centre Streetscaping Funding 
 
ACTION: Cllr JM to request this at the next meeting with Bassetlaw District Council 
 
FC041 Receive items for information and future agenda items. 
 
Clerk Report 

The Council noted the contents of the Clerk/RFO report as submitted for the 
meeting. 

The full report can be viewed and referenced on the Tuxford Town Council website 
under Council Meetings. 

Decisions required from the report:  

1. REDUNDANT Etesia PHTS3 46CM SP MOWERS (x2) 

Council considered the future of two redundant Etesia mowers recently replaced with 
new equipment. Both machines require drive belt repairs, and councillors discussed 
whether to explore repair and resale options or arrange disposal. 

ACTION: Cllr JM proposed and seconded by Cllr SR, all in favour for the clerk to 
explore the cost of repairing the mowers in the first instance, as they are professional 
mowers and may have some value  

2. TEMPORARY ACCOMMODATION FOR TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS 

The Clerk updated Council on alternative venue options for Town Council meetings 
during the refurbishment of The Beeches Community Centre. Offers had been 
received from Walks of Life Museum, Museum of the Horse (Newcastle Arms), and 
2nd Tuxford Scouts and Guides, each subject to availability and conditions. 
Councillors considered the options available 

ACTION: Cllr JM and Cllr GF to visit the sites and report back to council. 
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3. NO MOW AREA – ASHVALE ROAD PARK (behind the Co-op) 

Council considered the previously designated “no mow” area on the park behind the 
Co-op, noting its environmental and biodiversity benefits alongside the availability of 
maintained recreational grassed areas elsewhere within the park. The Clerk 
requested that Council revisit its previous decision made on 16 October 2025 
(FC096) to resume mowing the area. Councillors discussed the matter 

RESOLVED Cllr JT proposed and Cllr NB, all in favour that this area be left unmown, 
subject to ensuring that no shrubs or overgrowth encroach onto the path (9). 

4. MINE OF INFORMATION LAND – Access to town council Ashvale Road 
land 

Councillors discussed securing Town Council land following future development and 
sale of adjoining land, and the need to prevent unauthorised vehicle access. 

It was noted that existing rights of way must be maintained and cannot be removed, 
and that any access arrangements are already set out within legal deeds. The 
importance of confirming exact land boundaries was highlighted. 

Members agreed that consideration is required for appropriate boundary security 
measures (e.g. fencing or physical prevention of vehicle access) to protect safety, 
particularly in relation to public use and potential unauthorised access. 

ACTION: Cllr SR to supply the Clerk with a copy of the boundary plan and to monitor 
the development, with further decisions to be made by Council as required. 

Items for Information:  

o Councillors noted that the Clerk will be on annual leave from 15 June 2026 to 
30 June 2026, returning to the office on Wednesday 1 July 2026. 

o North Notts BID – Tuxford Free WiFi - Update received and noted. The Free 
WiFi scheme is expected to be back operational within the next few weeks, 
following the renovation of the pharmacy premises where the modem is 
located. The plastic lid murals will also be installed in the couple two weeks. 

o Gilbert Avenue Lease (Bassetlaw District Council) - Following repeated 
requests for an update, a draft lease has now been provided by Bassetlaw 
District Council to the Council’s solicitors, approximately 19 weeks after it was 
originally advised that the draft was available. Further updates will be made 
when information is received. 

o Councillor GOV.UK Email Addresses – The Clerk reminded councillors that 
their new GOV.UK email addresses will require activation from 27 May 2026 
and asked members to ensure this is completed promptly. 

Future Agenda Items:  

Green Cemetery – Cllr MR 



 
 

 

           2026/030 

The meeting was adjourned for questions from members of the public 

One member of the public, speaking as a local business owner, expressed concern 
about any potential loss or reduction of village car parking, citing recent parking 
pressures and the likely negative impact on local businesses. They suggested 
involving representatives from the primary school and members of the public in 
discussions to better understand parking issues and explore solutions before 
removing parking provision. 

Councillors discussed whether school-related parking demand was contributing to 
the issue and suggested a wider parking strategy for the village, including 
consideration of alternative parking arrangements. It was noted that a working party 
could include members of the public. 

Outcome: Agreed that the working party may include members of the public and 
that interested parties would be contacted when a meeting is arranged. 

FC042 Private and Confidential – Staffing 

Exclusion of Press and Public  
 

To resolve that in accordance with section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admissions to 
Meetings) Act 1960, and as extended by Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 
1972, the public, including the press, be excluded from the meeting because of the 
confidential nature of the following business to be transacted.  
 
RESOLVED: It was resolved that in accordance with section 1(2) of the Public 
Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, and as extended by Schedule 12A of the 
Local Government Act 1972, the public, including the press, be excluded from the 
meeting because of the confidential nature of the following business to be transacted 
and Cllr JM read out the following statement. 

 
PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 PRIOR TO THE 

COMMENCEMENT OF THE NEXT BUSINESS, “That in view of the confidential 

nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest 

that the press and public be temporarily excluded, and they are instructed to 

withdraw.”  

A request was received from a member of the Grounds Maintenance Team for four 
weeks’ annual leave between December 2026 and January 2027. The Clerk 
confirmed no objection and that operational arrangements can be maintained. 
Councillors considered the request 

RESOLVED Cllr SR proposed and Cllr JM to approve the request 

Members considered a request from staff on annualised hours contracts regarding 
bank holiday working arrangements (excluding Christmas Day, Boxing Day, and 
New Year’s Day). 
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It was explained that staff would not be required to work bank holidays but could 
choose to work them. No additional pay would be applicable. 

RESOLVED Cllr JM proposed seconded by Cllr GC, all in favour - subject 
contractual implications and flexibility, and subject to confirmation of contractual 
position, councillors agreed to permit staff to choose whether to work bank holidays. 

FC043 Date of next meeting 11 June 2026 

It was agreed to bring forward the Council meeting scheduled for 18 June (during the 
Clerk’s annual leave period) to 11 June. Members noted that this differs from the 
originally advertised date and will be publicised accordingly. 

      

With there being no further business, the meeting closed at 9:03pm  
 
 
 
 
CHAIRMAN’S SIGNATURE…………………………………   DATE ……………… 


